56th Annual German-American Steuben Parade of NYC

Saturday, September 21, 2013
12:00 pm – 2:30 pm

PRESS KIT

The Parade:                           German-American Steuben Parade, NYC 

Parade’s Date:                      Saturday, September 21, 2013 starting at 12:00 noon 

Parade Route:                       68th Street & Fifth Avenue to 86th Street and Fifth Avenue. 

General Chairman:   
     Mr. Lars Halter

TV Coverage:

     Live TV coverage on WNET PBS TV Channel 13 and WLIW TV Channel 21 

Grand Marshals:                  This year we have three Grand Marshals, representing The United States and 

Germany.  Werner Roth is a US Soccer Hall-of-Famer, who captained the New York Cosmos during the 

team’s most successful years in the 1970s.  Christian Dinkelacker is a household name in Germany, 

thanks to the family brewery of the same name – Dinkelacker Bier.  Harald Leibrecht was born in 

Evanston, IL, and spent his formative years in Germany, studying International Business in Heidelberg, 

London and the US.  Mr. Leibrecht has been a member of the German Parliament (Bundestag) focusing 

on international relations, international commerce as well as cultural and educational initiatives, and 

since 2011, Mr. Leibrecht has been the German parliament's coordinator for transatlantic affairs, 

handling relations and exchange programs between Germany and the US and Canada. 

Prior Grand Marshals:         Some notable recent Grand Marshals have included 6th generation member 

of the Flying Wallenda family – Nik Wallenda, former Nobel Peace Prize recipient and United States 

National Security Advisor and Secretary of State of State under President Richard Nixon -  Dr. 
Henry Kissinger,  Mr. Donald Trump,  Long Island’s own actress, writer and supermodel Ms.Carol Alt, 

beloved NY Yankees owner Mr. George Steinbrenner, Sex Therapist and media personality Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer, and Fox 5 News reporter Linda Schmidt!  
Parade’s Sponsors:                The Official Sponsors of the 56th annual Steuben Parade are Lufthansa 

Airlines, Deutsche Telekom, airberlin.com, BASF – The Chemical Company, Hofbrau Munchen,
Niche Import Company (Wine & Spirits), Deutsche Welle DW, DINKELACKER, Erdinger Weissbrau, and 
Spaten Munchen.  
Participants:                           There will be over 300 groups participating, from NY & NJ, CA, CT, IL, MA,

MD, PA, TX and WI, plus 22 groups from Germany attending this year’s German-American Parade and 

surrounding festivities.  The 20 groups from Germany represent over 2,000 attendees and marchers!       

Parade Name:                        The Parade is named after General (Baron) Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben 

of the Prussian Army in Germany, who was invited by Benjamin Franklin in 1777 to join General George 

Washington in training what eventually became the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War.  He 

also wrote the book called "Regulations for the Order and Discipline of the Troops of the United States", 

partly still used to this day!  After winning the Revolutionary War, General von Steuben settled in NY, 

where he became a citizen and lived until he passed away in the early 1800’s. The "Steuben Parade", as 

it is more commonly known, honors all German-Americans who have contributed so much to the 

makeup of America.  Names such as August Roebling--who built the Brooklyn Bridge, Levi Strauss—blue 

jeans, Heinrich Steinway—fine pianos, Lou Gehrig & Babe Ruth—baseball legends, Henry Kissinger—

former Secretary of State and Nobel Peace Prize Recipient, Dwight D. Eisenhower—President of the 

United States, are all great German-Americans and Patriots, whose contributions to our country and to 

the world have been immense!! 

Parade Church Service:         9:00 am at St. Patrick's Cathedral, (50th Street and Fifth Avenue) 

presided by His Eminence Timothy Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York.   

Oktoberfest / Central Park:  Every year, a giant tent is built in Central Park and East 72nd Street, and a

giant Oktoberfest-like party celebrates the year’s Parade.  The vast majority of the marchers from 

both America and Germany will gather at this after-parade-party, which is also open to the general 

public.  Oktoberfest  gates open at 1:30 pm while the Parade is still taking place.  Traditionally, between 

3,000 and 6,000 people attend this Oktoberfest every year.  All proceeds go directly to fund the Parade.   

Many local and overseas bands will perform throughout the afternoon.  There will be plenty of Bavarian 

Beer and “wurst” for sale.  There will be a traditional tapping of the Oktoberfest beer, from a wooden 

keg flown in from Munich’s own Hofbrauhaus, courtesy of Hofbrau Munchen and Lufthansa Airlines!      

In addition, the  5th Annual “National Masskrugstemmen (stein holding) Championship” will be held in 

Central Park’s Oktoberfest stage.  Thirteen  competitors from all over the United States will go head 
to head in a “strong-arm competition” for the right to be crowned the US National Champion.  The  

winner receives a one week trip to Munich, Germany!  This year features competitors from Las Vegas-
NV, Pittsburgh-PA, Milwaukee – WI, Chicago – IL, Frankenmuth-MI, Plano-TX, Panama City-FL, Cleveland 

– OH, Seattle – WA, as well as NYC, Long Island and NJ among some.     

More Information:               Contact Lenny Coyne, Chairman of the Public Relations Committee, at 

lederhosenlen@yahoo.com  or by cell phone at 516-840-6157.  

Full Press Kit:   

     For  General information, information on Miss German-America and Her 
Court 2012, information on German-American Friendship Month 2013, or high quality resolution photos 
from previous parades that you can use free of charge , can be found by logging onto our website at: 

www.germanparadenyc.org  

Press Passes:

      Press Passes/Credentials are available to the Benefit Banquet (Friday night 

9/20), the German-American Steuben Parade and  Oktoberfest in Central Park (Sat 9/21) by emailing 

Lenny Coyne at lederhosenlen@yahoo.com or by cell phone at 516-840-6157.

THE GERMAN - AMERICAN STEUBEN PARADE
Each year on the third weekend of September, The German-American Steuben Parade is held on Manhattan’s famous Fifth Avenue.  The Parade is sponsored by the German-American Committee of Greater New York, Inc., and is organized by the German-American Steuben Parade Committee in a concerted effort between many German-American Organizations.

The Aim and Purpose Of The Parade
The aim and purpose of the Parade is to provide Americans, including the nation’s statesmen, with a visual of the great role played by Germanic immigrants in the development of the United States.  The Parade instills in all Americans with roots from German speaking countries a deep-rooted sense of pride and accomplishment.

The most recent census reveals that one in four Americans is of Germanic decent.  Some famous German Americans include:  Peter Zenger, Father of the Freedom of the Press; Albert Einstein, Scientist; John Roebling, Builder of the Brooklyn Bridge; Werner von Braun, America’s First Space Pioneer! 

The First Parade
Leaders in the German-American community were aware that many immigrant groups in the Metropolitan area expressed their pride and heritage with an annual parade.  The first ever German-American Steuben Parade was held in 1957 in the predominantly German-American neighborhood of Ridgewood, Queens.  The enthusiasm was so overwhelming that on September 20, 1958, just one year later, the Parade was moved from Myrtle Avenue to its current location on Fifth Avenue in Manhattan.  

The first New York City Parade lasted two hours, and included floats, bands, and marchers from the local community.  Today’s Parade has gone international by consistently including over twenty groups from overseas, flying to New York exclusively to attend the Parade!  Marchers from all over the country, as well as civic leaders, singers, dancers and social organizations enthusiastically participate each year!

For over 30 years the Parade was called The Steuben Parade, named after General Fredrick Wilhelm von Steuben, a patriot of the American Revolutionary War, who next to George Washington was instrumental in achieving victory for the Continental Army. 

In General von Steuben’s honor, the Parade is usually set on the first Saturday following his birthday of September 17th.   For the thirty-fourth annual Parade, the name was changed to “The German-American Steuben Parade” in order to identify it more closely with the German-American Community.

The Parade Organization & Financing

The continued success of the Parade is due to the dedication and commitment of the many private citizens and affiliated organizations that make up the German-American Community in the tri-state area.  Participants include: civic, religious, charitable, social and cultural groups; such as singing societies, sports clubs, fraternal orders, trade unions, folklore and dance groups.  In addition, many groups and bands from German speaking countries, with thousands of visitors, are attracted to the New York Parade to promote the spirit of German-American friendship.
The Parade, one of the largest in the New York area, is financed entirely by the German-American community through personal donations, corporate contributions, the sale and distribution of Cornflowers and receipts from journals and social functions.  The Parade Committee is a Non-Profit Organization, and all monies donated are tax deductible and solely used to finance the staging of the Parade.   

THE PARADE FLAGS

The Parade is symbolized by the National Flags of the United States and the Federal Republic of Germany, and the official “German-American Steuben Parade Flag.”

The American Flag:  Once flew over the Capitol Building in Washington D.C., and was a gift from President Dwight D. Eisenhower.  It was presented to the first Parade Committee by then Congressman Albert H. Bosch.  

The German Flag:  A gift from President Theodore Heuss of the Federal Republic of Germany.  It was presented by Dr. Adolph Reiffeischeidt, Consul General of the German Embassy in N.Y.

The Steuben Parade Flag:  Was designed by Gary Paul Grahl, and depicts von Steuben and the Cornflower.

THE CORNFLOWER

The Cornflower, the floral emblem of the German-American Steuben Parade, has been accepted as an ethnic symbol of the German-American Community.  The idea of such an association goes back before the inception of the Parade.  The simple flower is found in the grain fields throughout central Europe, mingled with the ripening grain, side by side with the red poppy, and brightens the country-side everywhere throughout the summer.  The beauty of this pure blue flower symbolizes the truth, loyalty and devotion that German-Americans hold for their American homeland.  This shade of blue is also represented in our own American Flag, the Star Spangled Banner. 

GENERAL / BARON FREDRICK WILHELM VON STEUBEN

“His Services Were Indispensable For The Achievement of American Independence.”

George Washington, December 23, 1784
General Fredrick Wilhelm von Steuben, an American Revolutionary Patriot, was born September 17, 1730 in Magdeburg, Germany, and came to America in 1777 at the invitation of Benjamin Franklin.  He volunteered his services at a time when the new nation was fighting for freedom and its very existence.

When General von Steuben reached Washington’s winter quarters and refuge at Valley Forge, February 23, 1778, he found demoralized troops plagued by hunger and the wintry cold.  Within a few months, von Steuben transformed the ragged recruits into a disciplined force, capable of effective maneuvering and skilled fighting.  The value of General von Steuben’s intensive training and personal leadership was evident at the Battle of Monmouth, New Jersey, and proved to be the turning point of the war.

On May 5, 1778, von Steuben was appointed Inspector General in the US Army, with the rank of Major General.  Following the Revolutionary War, he devoted his energies to promoting the idea of creating a national defense by designing plans for a military academy at West Point, to secure and strengthen the American democracy.

Von Steuben was named “Honorary Citizen of The City of New York,” and he is but one of the many immigrants, and their descendants, who continue to offer a wide range of contributions in all areas of life that makes America what it is today!  Each September, The German-American Steuben Parade is held to honor this great man!     

The German-American Steuben Parade of NYC

Is Proud To Announce

GRAND MARSHALS 
Of The 56th Annual German-American Steuben Parade, NYC 

The 56th Annual German-American Steuben Parade will be led by three Grand Marshals: US Soccer legend Werner Roth, German brewery magnate Christian Dinkelacker, and Harald Leibrecht, coordinator for transatlantic affairs in the German parliament. "We are proud to have an extraordinary group of Grand Marshals leading our parade up Fifth Avenue," says Parade Chairman Lars Halter.

Werner Roth is a US Soccer Hall-of-Famer, who captained the New York Cosmos during the teams most successful time in the 1970s. At the time, the Cosmos squad included German superstar Franz Beckenbauer, Brazilian legend Pele and Italian striker Giorgio Chinaglia - an assortment of stars that "mostly meshed, occasionally jammed, but when it worked it was a thing of beauty," as Roth remembers. With Werner Roth as captain, the Cosmos won the 1977 Soccer Bowl. Roth also served as team captain for the US National Team. He was inducted into the National Soccer Hall of Fame in 1989.

Roth appeared in the 1981 movie "Victory", with Pele, Sylvester Stallone, and a cast of internationally recognizable players. Roth played German soccer team captain Baumann, and said he entertained an acting career "for a minute or two." These days, the 65-years-old Roth lives in Los Angeles with his wife, actress Robin Mattson, and runs a soccer marketing company called Futbol Academia. He is also closely working with the newly resurged New York Cosmos and prepares for the team’s first season in the North American Soccer League, which will begin August 3rd with a home game against the Fort Lauderdale Strikers at Hofstra University Stadium.

Christian Dinkelacker is a household name in Germany, thanks to the family brewery of the same name. Founded by Carl Dinkelacker in 1888, the company has always brewed its specialty beers in the town of Stuttgart. Dinkelacker has a proud history in America, first exporting beer in 1964 to serve during the World's Fair in New York City. Their first business partners in the US included a "Wienerwald" restaurant on Broadway, "Harry's New York Bar" at the "Helmsley Palace" hotel, as well as two surviving German-American institutions: restaurants "Heidelberg" on Manhattan´s Upper East Side and "Zum Stammtisch" in Glendale, both of which continue to have Dinkelacker on tap.

Mr. Dinkelacker is 49 years old and excited about being a Grand Marshal in the German-American Steuben Parade: "Dinkelacker has a rich history in New York, and I am proud to celebrate this legacy and German-American friendship right on Fifth Avenue," says Dinkelacker.

Harald Leibrecht was born in Evanston, IL, where his father was teaching theology. He spent his 

formative years in Germany and studied International Business in Heidelberg, London and the US. Since 2002, Mr. Leibrecht has been a member of the German Parliament (Bundestag) focusing on international relations, international commerce as well as cultural and educational initiatives. Since 2011, Mr. Leibrecht has been the German parliament's coordinator for transatlantic affairs, handling relations and exchange programs between Germany and the US and Canada.

On Friday, September 20th, Werner Leibrecht, Christian Dinkelacker and Harald Leibrecht will be officially introduced as Grand Marshals at the Annual Steuben Parade Gala, a black-tie affair held at the New York Hilton. Tickets are now available on the Steuben Parade website. The Parade itself will be held on Saturday, September 21st, marching off at Noon and leading up Fifth Avenue from 68th to 86th Street. An Oktoberfest in Central Park will be held immediately after the parade.

The German-American Steuben Parade of NYC

Is Proud To Announce

MISS GERMAN-AMERICA AND HER COURT 2013 
Kristina Kren, a 24-year-old resident of Astoria, NY, and former Junior Princess of the Steuben Parade ten years earlier, is the new Miss German-America 2013! Come September 21st , Miss Kren, a graduate of Binghamton University with a Bachelor of Science in Business Management, will be riding the German-American Steuben Parade “Queen’s Float” up Fifth Avenue, along with her court, which includes two princesses: Stefani Kraker of New York, NY and Kristen Newcomer, a resident of Andover, NJ. Miss Kraker is pursuing a Bachelor's Degree in Communication Sciences and Disorders with Teaching and Bilingual Certification, while Miss Newcomer just graduated with a Bachelor of Arts from Rutgers University. 

All three members of the court are fluent in German. They are perfect representatives of the rich German-American heritage and culture of New York.

This year’s pageant took place in a ceremony held at Hofbrau Bierhaus NYC in Manhattan, on Sunday afternoon, May 19. A packed house witnessed a pageant that included 5 contestants running for the title. The winner received a $3,000 scholarship, while each of the two princesses received a $1,000 scholarship. All members of the Court also received a gift bag from Tweezerman, the German specialist for beauty tools. The ladies were all interviewed by a panel of 6 judges, after which, the audience was introduced to each contestant and asked to cast a vote for the Queen!

Over one hundred people attended the pageant and ceremony, including the Parade’s General Chairman, Lars Halter. Also present was former German Ice Figure Skating World Champion, and former Parade Grand Marshal Norbert Schramm, originally from Bavaria, now living in Hoboken, NJ.

Aside from crowning Miss German-America, the Parade Committee introduced a Junior General and 2 Junior Princesses for 2013: William Geiger of Falls Church, VA is the Junior General vonSteuben, while his sister, Anna, is one of the two Junior Princesses. Claire Popolizio of Croton-On-Hudson, NY is the other Junior Princess.

Departing 2012 Queen, Kirsten Mueller remembers: “Promoting the German American culture, language and friendship is extremely important to me. As Miss German America, it has been my honor to represent such a vibrant and passionate group, as are the German Americans."

The German-American Steuben Parade of NYC

Is Proud To Announce

OKTOBERFEST IN CENTAL PARK

Date: 

Saturday, September 21, 2013  

Time:

1:30 pm to 7:00 pm

Location:
Central Park’s Summer Stage Grounds; enter on E 72nd & Fifth Avenue, NYC  

Admission:
For ticket information call: 914-439-7638 or log onto www.germanparadenyc.org
The greatest Oktoberfest in New York is held yearly in Central Park!!  

This event features 20 groups from Germany and Austria that will be in town from their respective countries to march in the 56th Annual German-American Steuben Parade, held earlier in the day.  Each band in attendance from Germany will perform during this awesome display of  Bavarian culture in NYC!  Local entertainment will also be at hand, including the internationally known band, Spitze, from Orlando Florida, and dieSchlauberger Alpine Rock band from Ridgewood, Queens, NY.  Both bands will entertain on the Main Stage.

This event is the major fundraiser for the German-American Steuben Parade, and attracts well over 5,000 

attendees each year.  It features six giant trucks loaded with fresh imported German beer, Rhine wines and spirits, traditional food like wurst and herring, and lots and lots of Oompah music!  

Our Grand Marshals will be tapping a ceremonial wooden beer keg, which is flown to NY for the festivities, directly from the site of the original Oktoberfest in Munich, Germany: the Hofbrauhaus! 

In addition, don't miss the Fifth Annual National "Masskrugstemmen" (stein holding) Championship  ... a display of strength and endurance, featuring contestants from all over the United States, flown to New York City in order to compete for a first prize: an all-expense paid trip to Munich, Germany, courtesy of Hofbrauhaus Munchen and the German-American Steuben Parade of NY! 

